I have been selected by the members of the Graduating Class to represent them upon this occasion. As the recipient of this honor, I am deeply sensible of the task imposed upon me in appearing before this large assemblage, and therefore at the outset bespeak your kind indulgence.
The joy that we feel at meeting so many of you to-night, is tinged with sorrow, for on to-morrow's dawn we must sever our connection from a scene which may never again come within the range of our vision. We came her strangers among you, and were met with that kindness and hospitality which has ever been and will continue to be characteristic of a genial, warm-hearted Southern people. And now when our sojourn among you is ended, let me assure you that these acts of yours will not be forgotten, but will be indelibly written upon the book of our memory where every day will turn the leaf to read them. 
